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St Peter and St Paul, Little Gaddesden HP4 1NZ,
Berkhamsted Team
Revd John Russell
St John’s Vicarage, Pipers Hill, Great Gaddesden, HP1 3BY
Tel: 01442 214898

vicar@littlegaddesdenchurch.org.uk
www.littlegaddesdenchurch.org.uk
Facebook: stpeterstpaullittgadd
We are in the Berkhamsted Team Ministry with Great Berkhamsted, Great Gaddesden and
Nettleden with Potten End. Enquiries regarding Baptisms, Banns, Weddings, Funerals
and Memorials in the Churchyard should be made to the above-mentioned email address.
Messages can also be left with the Churchwardens. If the Vicarage telephone is on the
answering service please leave a message. It will be attended to as soon as possible. To
contact The Berkhamsted Team, please call The Parish Office on 01442 878227.

All are welcome to our House of God. All have their place in His Kingdom
and their part to play in His work
Phone numbers preceded by code 01442 except Heather Tisbury and Nikki Warr
CHURCHWARDENS:
Mrs B Sheard, Golden Valley Cottage
843591
Mr M Carver, Windyridge
842658
READERS:
Mrs G Moore
842054
Mr A Archer
842397
Mrs H Tisbury
01582 842807
PCC OFFICERS:
Treasurer: Mr A Webster
843157
Secretary: Mrs N Warr
07990 503263
SUNDAY SERVICES:
Normal Sunday
9 am Sung Eucharist (with Sunday School)
6 pm Sung Evensong (not 3rd Sunday)
2nd Sunday of month or sometimes switched with another Sunday for a particular occasion
9 am Café Church or Family Service (no Sunday School)
If there is no Eucharist at 9am one will be provided at another time or in one of the other churches

5th Sunday

9 am Joint Sung Eucharist at one of the three churches
6 pm Sung Evensong

WEEKDAY SERVICE:
BELL RINGING:
CHOIR PRACTICE:

Thursday 10am Said Eucharist
Sunday 8.30 am Practice: Tuesday 8.00 pm
Tower Captain – Mrs Virginia Westmacott LG 842428
Friday 7 pm – Mr John Leonhardt
LG 843550

LITTLE GADDESDEN
C of E JMI SCHOOL:

We welcome all children aged 4 – 11. Contact the Headteacher,
Mrs Charis Geoghegan, for more information. LG 842464

PARISH NEWS EDITORS:

Mrs H Hockings, Mr D Nowell-Withers, Dr N Murray, Mr M Walsham
See inside back page for contact details.

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER: Mr James Mitchell
WEEKLY UPDATES:

LG 842710

PEW SHEET distributed in church each Sunday. Items for inclusion
should be sent to Helene Hockings, a_dmin-church@outlook.com
by 9 am on each Thursday
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Helene Hockings on a_dmin-church@outlook.com or 01442 842493
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Vol 43 No.02
From the Vicar
Dear Friends,
I’m pleased to say that we now have Café Church up and running in
Little Gaddesden, as well as Great Gaddesden.
What is Café Church? You may well ask…
The clue is very much in title! As far as we are able, and the
limitations of the church building allow, we arrange the nave of the
church in café format, with chairs and pews gathered round tables.
As you arrive, quiet music is playing and you are given a cup of tea or
good coffee and are asked to find a seat where you will discover on
a table near you, a plate of pastries.
You are not given a service sheet, nor a hymn book, only a pew
sheet with the diary for the forthcoming week and the readings and
collect.
When the service begins, you merely turn to the screen, which will
display all you need to fully join in with the worship. There is little
formality and no standing up and sitting down.
The service follows a fairly familiar pattern with hymns or songs and
prayers, together with bible readings. During the service, the
children will probably go to another area in the church do something
connected with the theme.
When we come to the sermon slot, things are a little different,
because the person who is to speak introduces a theme and asks the
congregation to comment, or ask questions and generally discuss,
perhaps the reading or the theme suggested. After a few minutes,
there follows the confession and other prayers and a final hymn or
song.
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To conclude, the congregation say The Grace and there is final
blessing after which remaining coffee and pastries are consumed!
So, what really is Café Church?
It is a ‘Fresh Expression’ of what being the church is. It is a way of
reaching out, we hope to people who find the whole concept of
formal worship an anathema. It is not to replace what we already
have and will only be used on some second Sundays of the month.
Why have we introduced it? The mission of the church is to reach out
and make known the good news of Jesus Christ and to use any
means that will enable us do just that.
Amongst those who have attended so far, one of the things they say
is that they have spoken properly for the first time, to people they
have been in church with for years, so perhaps it’s good for new
attenders, as well as those who have been part of the congregation
for a long time?
I commend Café Church to you. The next one is on Sunday 9th
February at 9.00am in Little Gaddesden and 10.45am in Great
Gaddesden. Come along, tell other people, bring your family
whatever their age and your neighbours.
Come along… I’d love to run out of pastries!
I am yours in Christ,

John.

Annual Revision of the Electoral Roll

There was a complete revision of the Electoral Roll in 2019 but it still needs to
be completely up-to-date at our APCM on 19th April 2020. A copy of the
current roll will be on display in the church on the cross aisle between
Sunday 15th March to Sunday 5th April. Please check that your details are
correct and if you would like to be put on the Roll, please fill in the
registration form. The deadline for revisions is 30th March to prepare for the
APCM.
Terri Adams, Electoral Roll Officer
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Easyfundraising

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly
shop to your annual holiday - you could be collecting free donations for St
Peter and St Paul’s, our village church?
There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to make a donation,
including Amazon, Ocado, Boden, John Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline and
Sainsbury's – it doesn't cost you a penny extra!
It's as easy as 1, 2, 3...
1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpeterandstpaulslg/
and join for free.
2. Every time you shop online, go to the easyfundraising website first to find
the site you want and start shopping.
3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to the church.
There are no catches or hidden charges and we should be really grateful for
your donations.
Thank you for your support.

Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust Sponsored Bike and Hike

I am pleased to announce that the three participants for this year’s sponsored
Bike and Hike raised a fantastic £524.00! This is all before gift aid is added. This is
a great result, and means Little Gaddesden Church will gain a Bronze Certificate
from the Trust, being once again one of the top fund raisers in the event. The
three participants were Barbara Sheard, John Leonhardt and Peter Leonhardt.
Between us we visited 124 churches! It was an enjoyable event, with lots of
riding and hiking helped along by the churches which were open, such as Little
Gaddesden, providing refreshments during the day for the visiting participants. I
would like to say a big thank you to all the people who helped in our church,
welcoming the riders and walkers, it makes a big difference, and of course the
riders and hikers. Also, a big thank you to all the generous sponsors which
enabled us to raise this brilliant total. Half the money goes to the Beds and Herts
Historic Churches trust, to provide grants to churches needing help with the
upkeep of their buildings, and half comes to Little Gaddesden church, again for
keeping our beautiful church in good shape. I hope we can have more
participants next year for this very enjoyable and worthwhile event!
Peter Leonhardt
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A Song for Simeon
T.S.Eliot (1888 – 1955)
We think of Simeon at Candlemas in early February, and of course
when we sing or recite the Nunc dimittis at Evensong. This poem, full
of religious allusions, was written in 1928, a year after Eliot was
converted to Anglo-Catholicism and his poetry became more overtly
religious. It appears in the Ariel poems series, along with among
others, ‘Journey of the Magi’ and the later poem ‘The Cultivation of
Christmas Trees’ and is generally taken as dealing with the process of
conversion. Some literary critics (certainly not all) have regarded the
somewhat self-justifying, wanting to have one’s cake and eat it, flavour
of Simeon’s thoughts and prayers in the poem as evidence for Eliot’s
anti-Semitism. I’m not sure about that; I like the poem but I do think it
doesn’t compare for beauty with the original BCP Nunc dimittis, no
matter how much of that Eliot lifted for this.
Lord, the Roman hyacinths are blooming in bowls and
The winter sun creeps by the snow hills;
The stubborn season has made stand.
My life is light, waiting for the death wind,
Like a feather on the back of my hand.
Dust in sunlight and memory in corners
Wait for the wind that chills towards the dead land.
Grant us thy peace.
I have walked many years in this city,
Kept faith and fast, provided for the poor,
Have given and taken honour and ease.
There went never any rejected from my door.
Who shall remember my house, where shall live my
children’s children
When the time of sorrow is come?
They will take to the goat’s path, and the fox’s home,
Fleeing from the foreign faces and the foreign swords.
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Before the time of cords and scourges and lamentation
Grant us thy peace.
Before the stations of the mountain of desolation,
Before the certain hour of maternal sorrow,
Now at this birth season of decease,
Let the Infant, the still unspeaking and unspoken Word,
Grant Israel’s consolation
To one who has eighty years and no to-morrow.
According to thy word.
They shall praise Thee and suffer in every generation
With glory and derision,
Light upon light, mounting the saints’ stair.
Not for me the martyrdom, the ecstasy of thought and
prayer,
Not for me the ultimate vision.
Grant me thy peace.
(And a sword shall pierce thy heart, Thine also).
I am tired with my own life and the lives of those after me,
I am dying in my own death and the deaths of those after me.
Let thy servant depart,
Having seen thy salvation.
Nick Murray

From the Registers:
November
23rd
24th
December
19th
January
9th
14th
16th

Holy Baptism
Holy Baptism

Ava Rogers
Jessica Lambert

Funeral

Paul Emes

Funeral and Burial
Memorial Service
Burial

Jean Radford
Mary Lishman
Helen Harris
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SAVE THE DATE!

SING ALONG TO

THE SOUND OF MUSIC
CHARITY EVENT FOR LOCAL PROJECT FOR ADULTS WITH
LEARNING DIFFICULTIES AT WESTCROFT HOUSE

Friday 6th March 2020 @ 7.00 pm

Little Gaddesden Village Church
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MANNAGGIA SCOIATTOLO GRIGIO!
“Mannaggia scoiattolo grigio”! This mild admonishment may be what Italian
farmers, foresters and nature lovers in areas such as Liguria, Piedmont and
Lombardy are angrily yelling, and could be due to these parts now being overrun
by the eastern grey squirrel, so it’s not just Great Britain that has the problem.
(Although, being Italianised the squirrels will be much sleeker with better
knitwear and more attached to their mothers, obviously). It seems that they
were introduced during the 1960s/70s as exotic species and (natch) escaped into
the wild. They are now getting too close for comfort to parts of the French and
Swiss borders and much concern has been expressed in probably appropriate
native expressions.
Learned papers have been produced by Italian academics which show that they
are responsible for the decrease in the red squirrel population and damage to
native trees, many of which are grown as a crop. Where a gnawed tree survives
having bark stripped away, diseases are getting in and finishing the trees off.
Ireland also has them but a more effective means of managing their populations
has been found and that is the introduction of pine martens which are their main
predator, but which have much less success in catching the red squirrel as they
are old adversaries and know how to get out of the way (being lighter they
escape to the ends of branches where the pine marten and the greys are too
heavy to be supported). Pine martens were pretty much wiped out in the UK by
habitat loss, being creatures of woodland, and by gamekeepers protecting the
ground nesting game birds on large estates.
Pine martens take birds’ eggs and the young but also really enjoy wild fruit,
mainly berries, of which they are known to scoff at least five a day. There have
been introductions in Britain, particularly in places where the little red hangs on,
as in Northumbria and in these areas the red has done well, unlike their pesky
pox ridden greedy north American cousins. (They, for example scoff hazel nuts
before they are ripe, so all the old hedgerows where the hazel would be one of
the useful species are no longer productive as a crop due to the fact that they are
always taken unripe by the greys).
I doubt that the Italians, unlike us, feed the birds which means that the greys
won’t have the access to peanuts and sunflower hearts and all the other goodies
with which we spoil our much loved song bird populations. This means that the
Italian ones are less obese and faster on their feet. Let us hope that they get it
sorted before they spread right back here from the south, although we won’t
have to accept ‘self employed’ grey squirrels at our borders after 31st January!
Josie Jeffrey
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Come and Sing Mozart’s Requiem
In aid of
The Hospice of St Francis
on
Saturday 7th March 2020 at
St Mary’s, Church Street, Chesham, HP5 1HY
9.30am Registration for 10am start
Informal concert performance at 5pm
£18 in advance, £20 on the day including music
Musical Director: Graham Wili
Pianist / Organist: Iestyn Evans
For advance bookings,
contact Margaret Parker on margyaparker@aol.com or telephone
Anthony Ogden on 01494 758027
Minimum age 18
(15-17 year olds welcome if accompanied by an adult throughout)

Fairtrade Fortnight
24 February – 8th March
th

A fortnight when we can all show our
support for the
farmers and workers who grow our food in
developing countries.
When we come together we can change the way
people think about trade and the products on our shelves - the Fairtrade
movement is made up of ordinary people doing extraordinary things in their
communities for Fairtrade. Our actions as shoppers can change the lives of
farmers and workers.
Join thousands of others across the UK this Fairtrade Fortnight to help our
friends, neighbours, colleagues and communities to put Fairtrade first and
take exploitation out.
Check out the Fairtrade Fortnight action guide on www.fairtrade.org.uk to
get started!
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VESTRY@50 – The Thomas Field Hall
Very welcome news! We have made great progress.
Thanks to a very generous offer our fund raising has reached a point where
we are now able to move forward to commission the construction of the
Thomas Field Hall.
The PCC approved a Resolution to that effect at a meeting on the
30th December 2019 and a contract was signed on the 10th January 2020 with
Clark’s Construction Ltd of Markyate with a start date of 23rd March 2020
and completion in the autumn. Clark’s are a local building company with long
experience of working in and around churches. Recently they completed a
refurbishment of the church hall at St Mary’s, Hemel Hempstead which some
of us have visited. They have worked with our architect, Christopher,
previously and we feel confident that they will do a good job.
We still have a shortfall of some £80K to complete the entire project,
including fitting out and furnishing the Hall and upgrading the heating in the
church, so fundraising will continue by seeking further donations and also
applying for grants. We are sure that once building work is actually under
way we will attract positive responses.
An application has been made for the repayment of VAT and we have been
given every reason to think that this will be successful. It will make a
considerable contribution and can be considered as a grant worth about
£97K.
We would welcome any ideas, offers or suggestions of sources of finance to
add to our current list. Please contact either Michael Carver
churchwarden.mnc@littlegaddesdenchurch.org.uk,
Barbara
Sheard
churchwarden.bjs@littlegaddesdenchurch.org.uk, or Vicar John Russell
vicar@littlegaddesdenchurch.org.uk as Allan Webster, our Treasurer will be
on holiday for the whole of February.
Thank you all for your continued support. We are under way!
Barbara Sheard
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MULTI TASKING
Is there really such a thing? You know, multi tasking,
or could it be a grasshopper mind? Just asking….
Only, I could be writing something, then recall
that I haven’t prepped for any lunch at all.
Whoops, better empty the washing machine,
notice that the sink needs a rinse and clean,
phone rings, answer, handset under chin,
hands free, find a pan to put the brussels in.
Then rush to get the washing out,
forget to cut a single sprout.
Tell the caller, “I’ll call you back”
My multi tasking? It’s a women’s knack!
Josie Jeffrey
LENT LUNCHES 2020
As we are expecting the building work on the Thomas Field Hall to be
started in March, we will not be providing lunches during Lent this
year. Finding an alternative venue to host the lunches is proving
difficult and setting up in the church itself involves a lot of furniture
removal! We do hope that you will definitely join us in 2021 when we
will have a wonderful new space in which to eat our lunch.
Midweek Group – Lent
Following the York course – Superstar by David
Wilbourne. There will be five evenings 4th March
– 1st April inclusive at the home of David and
Margaret Nowell-Withers, Wood Ash, Gatesdene
Close, LG. Starting at 7.45 for 8.00pm. Finishing
at 10.00pm. The Group will also join together on
Ash Wednesday (26th February) and Maundy
Thursday (week 6).
For more information, please contact:
Anthony W. Archer, Reader
07721 504125, 01442 843249
anthony.archer@bridgewaterassociates.co.uk
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Into the Wilderness
Lent, which we begin observing this year on 26th February, is a period of
reflection and self-denial, serving both as a commemoration of the forty days
that Jesus spent in the wilderness before beginning his public ministry, and as a
preparation for a joyous participation in the celebration of Easter – a kind of
spiritual spring-cleaning. The early church had a practice of very strict self-denial
to prepare for Easter but, at first, this only began on Good Friday. It soon
extended to a week (what we now call Holy Week) and by the fourth century,
when the liturgy was increasingly structured to reflect major events in Christ’s
life the period of penance was extended to forty days to echo Christ’s time in the
wilderness. At first this extended period of Lent started on a Sunday, which gave
forty days before the commemoration of the Crucifixion on Good Friday,
although Good Friday and Holy Saturday remained days of extreme fasting as
they had always been. In the latter part of the seventh century, recognising that
Sundays weren’t fasting days, Lent was extended back into the previous week to
compensate. This means that, with Lent now starting on a Wednesday, there are
forty fasting days. Sundays are not counted but Good Friday and Holy Saturday
are, so the forty days run right up to Easter Eve.
John’s gospel makes no reference to Christ’s withdrawal into the wilderness, and
in Mark, it is only mentioned briefly. It is from Matthew and Luke that we have
the account of three temptations, although they are not in the same order. Both
start with the temptation to turn stones into bread. Matthew’s second
temptation is for Jesus to cast himself down from the pinnacle of the Temple and
be saved by God; and the third is to receive all the kingdoms of the world in
return for worshipping Satan. In Luke, these last two are reversed.
Withdrawal into the wilderness, which in Palestine meant the barren desert, was
an ascetic practice known in Judaism. But following the example of Christ, it
became a major movement in the Christian church, starting in Egypt and
Palestine towards the end of the third century. Solitaries withdrew to live a life
of extreme self-denial in the desert, where they wrestled with temptations that
often appeared to them in the form of demons. These holy figures, known in
later times as the Desert Fathers, were the first ‘monks’ (the word comes from
the Greek monos meaning ‘alone’). Over time some began to live in scattered
colonies, occasionally coming together for worship, and so monastic
communities began. What we are more familiar with in the west, however, is
monasticism as a withdrawal from the secular world into a dedicated close-knit
community – a rather different concept from the ‘wilderness’ life of the early
monks of the Middle East. Even so, a tradition of withdrawal and self-denial to
meditate and to wrestle with temptation continued to be important.
Joyce Hill, Two Valleys Parish News
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Parish News Subscription
If you would like to take out a subscription for the Parish News, or you would
like to re-new your subscription for another year, please complete the form
below and return it, together with a cheque for £5 (payable to PCC of Little
Gaddesden Parish) or £5.00 cash to:
Helene Hockings, Marian Lodge, The Green, Little Gaddesden HP4 1PH
or hand it to your distributor.
Subscriptions run from February 2020 for the year and cost only £5.00 for the
10 editions of the magazine. If you would like to pay on-line please use the
following banking details:
Account Number:
Sort Code:
Reference:

00296015
30 94 08
(your name) followed by “Parish News”

If you pay by this method, please let Helene Hockings know on
editor-pn@littlegaddesdenchurch.org.uk or by using the form below with
your address details.
**************************
Subscription to Little Gaddesden Parish News – 2020 (Please tick relevant boxes)

A renewed Subscription
A new Subscription
I enclose £5.00 cash / cheque (please delete)
I have paid on-line
I have paid the person who delivers my Parish News
Name:

………………………………………………………………………………

Address:

………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………

Email Address:

………………………………………………………………………………
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PRAYER PAGE
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple – Candlemas, 2nd February
Almighty and ever-living God,
clothed in majesty,
whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple,
in substance of our flesh:
grant that we may be presented to you
with pure and clean hearts,
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
Dear Jesus,
thank you for all the good things in my life:
for my family and friends,
for everyone who loves me.
Be with me today and every day.
Be in my mind so that I see the good in all things;
in my heart so that I can love other people;
in my life so that I become
a way for you to make the world better.
Amen
Heavenly Father, may your words of truth
take root in our hearts and grow to rich maturity.
May we hear your will for us and act upon it;
may we take seriously our responsibility
to encourage and nurture one another in faith
at every age and ever stage.
Amen
Parish News Editors:

Helene Hockings, Nick Murray, David Nowell-Withers, Mike Walsham
editor-pn@littlegaddesdenchurch.org.uk

Deadline Date for March edition of Magazine:

Sunday 16th February 2020

CHURCH SERVICES – FEBRUARY
I
8.00am
9.30am
6.00pm

Sunday 2nd February – Presentation of Christ in the Temple
Holy Communion
Parish Communion at St Peter’s Berkhamsted
(Fr Tim Pilkington’s last service)
Evening Eucharist

Nettleden
St Peter’s,
Berkhamsted
Little Gaddesden

II Sunday 9th February – 3rd Sunday before Lent
9.00am
9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm

Mattins
Café Church
Café Church
Evensong

Nettleden
Little Gaddesden
Great Gaddesden
Little Gaddesden

III Sunday 16th February – 2nd Sunday before Lent
9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm

Parish Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong

Little Gaddesden
Great Gaddesden
Nettleden

IV Sunday 23rd February – Sunday next before Lent
9.00am
9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm

Mattins
Parish Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong

Nettleden
Little Gaddesden
Great Gaddesden
Little Gaddesden

Wednesday 26th February, Ash Wednesday
8.00pm

Sung Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes
I

8.00am
9.00am
10.45am
6.00pm

Little Gaddesden

Sunday 1st March – Lent 1

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong

Nettleden
Little Gaddesden
Great Gaddesden
Little Gaddesden
Mid-Week Services

Tuesday
Thursday

9.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Holy Communion
On 13th February – Holy Communion is at
Ashridge Chapel instead of Little Gaddesden

Great Gaddesden
Little Gaddesden

